264               A RAY  OF  HOPE
anticipated triumph arrived, instead of a brillia] b assemblage crowding the Oddon, it was three par 5 empty; and the small audience, who had pai I enormously for their seats, and naturally expecte '. a brilliant throng in the theatre, were in a critic; . and captious mood.
The  scene  of the  play was  laid in  Spain i           1
the time of Philip II., and much of the dialogu was witty and spirited; but Balzac had mixe up serious situations and burlesque in a manne irritating to the audience, and there were man interruptions. Balzac was fortunately unaware c his want of success ; he had completely disappearec and it was not till half-past twelve, long afte the finish of the performance, that he was dis covered fast asleep at the back of a box. Th fourth representation of "Les Ressources d< Quinola" was specially tumultuous. Lireux being now master of the theatre, invited all th< journalistic world to be present, and they, furiou; at their exclusion during the first three nights encouraged the general clamour. Some of the hooters were turned out, and the audience ther amused themselves by ejaculating " Splendid !' " Admirable !" " Superb ! " and " Sublime 1" at every sentence, and by singing comic couplets,
such as:
(Test M. Balzac,
Qu'a fait tout ce mic-inac!
during the intervals.
However,  after two  scenes  had been  entirely